omgress of the Wnited States

MWashington, AC 20515
June 1, 2012

Senator Richard Durbin
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Chairman Frank Wolf
241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Durbin and Chairman Wolf:

We appreciate your continued work and willingness to listen to our concerns about the Thomson
Correctional Facility, We believe that we must continue to work in a bipartisan fashion to make sure that
our country’s overcrowded federal system and the need for positive economic impact are addressed while
not putting our national security at risk.

Again, we want to reiterate our strong support for the federal government acquiring the Thomson
Correctional Facility for use as a federal prison. In order to do this, we all need to come together on a
bipartisan basis to find a way forward.

We can all agree that encouraging economic growth is vital. The operation of this facility would create
more than 1,100 jobs, boost the regional economy and address the issue of significant overcrowding in our
federal prison system. The people of northwest Illinois are in desperate need of jobs, but have been
subjected to uncertainty time and time again over the last nine years. It is time for Thomson to open as a
state or federal prison and provide them with much needed economic development,

In 2009, President Obama attempted to order the federal government to acquire the Thomson Correctional
Facility to house Guantanamo detainees. However, as we all know, Congress’s bipartisan position that the
Thomson Correctional Facility should not be used for detainees is well established. Congress has clearly
and repeatedly enacted laws through the Defense Authorization and Appropriations process that bar the use
of funds to transfer or release Guantanamo detainees into the United States, as well as prohibiting use of
funds to construct, renovate or expand any facility in the United States to house Guantanamo detainees.

Unfortunately, the Administration is on record opposing these funding prohibitions. Regarding the topic of
Guantanamo detainees, on April 4, 2011 Attorney General Eric Holder sent correspondence to Senator
Mark Kirk and Senator Durbin in which he stated:

“While we are confident the Thomson facility would be amply secure enough to house such
individuals, Congress has since prohibited the use of funds to transfer such detainees to the United
States. The Administration opposed that restriction...Nonetheless, consistent with current law, we
will not transfer detainees from Guantanamo to Thomson,..”

We will continue to work to preserve current law, which prohibits this transfer. It is troubling that the
Administration has previously tried to bring these Guantanamo detainees to Illinois. Furthermore, the

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Obama Administration continues to oppose Congressional efforts to prevent this transfer. This opposition
raises concerns about the Administration’s future plans for these detainees and has unfortunately impeded
the federal purchase of Thomson prison.

In the past we have requested a firm commitment from President Obama that he abandon any and all
efforts to house Guantanamo detainees at the Thomson Correctional Facility. We believe that if the
President made such a commitment, that federal acquisition of the Thomson Correctional Facility could
move forward. However, the Statement of Administration Policy (SAP) on the Fiscal Year 2013 National
Defense Authorization Act (I.R. 4310) issued on May 15, 2012, stated:

“The Administration strongly objects to sections 1035-1043, which would continue...unwise
restrictions [on detainee matters]... Section 1036 [prohibits the use of funds for the transfer or
release of individuals detained at Guantanamo]...unnecessarily renew...the restrictions on the
transfer of Guantanamo detainees into the United States...The Administration continues to strongly
opposes these provisions, which intrude upon the Executive branch’s ability to carry out its
military, national security, and foreign relations activities and to determine when and where to
prosecute Guantanamo detainees... If the final bill presented to the President includes provisions
that challenge critical executive branch authority, the President’s senior advisors would recommend
that he veto the bill.”

We support efforts to reprogram funds within the Department of Justice so that the Thomson Correctional
Facility can be purchased from the State of Illinois. However, a condition of this request is an unequivocal
statement from the Administration that this facility would never be used to house individuals currently
detained at the U.S. Naval Station in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Once this commitment from the
Administration is achieved, we hope that both sides of the aisle can support this reprogramming of funds so
that our overcrowded prisons can expand without the national security risks of bringing terrorists into the
United States.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to working with you on a bipattisan basis to
promote economic vitality in our country by allowing the Department of Justice to buy the Thomson

Correctional Facility for use as a federal prison.
Bobby Schilling 7 ‘Aaron Schck

House of Representatives House of Répresentatives House of Representatives

Sincerely,




